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A CASE OF ACUTE POISONING WITH OIL
OF EUCALYPTUS.1
BY JOSEPH BENJAMIN,
HONORARY SECRETARY TO THE AHMEDABAD MEDICAL SOCIETY.
ON March 22nd I was called at about 11 A.M. to see a
Kunbi child, aged about eight years. He had been suffering
from remittent fever since March 15th and was being treated
for this by a medical practitioner who had also given a
bottle of eucalyptus oil to be sprinkled on the patient’s bed
as he had come from Sarashur where plague was raging. The
patient was to have a dose of a diaphoretic mixture at 5 A.M.
but one of his female relatives by mistake gave him instead
of this six drachms of the eucalyptus oil that was in the
bottle. He vomited half an hour afterwards and at 7 A.M. he
became unconscious. The medical attendant who saw him
at the time gave him a dose of Carnrick’s liquid
peptonoids to sustain his strength, after which he vomited
again. The vomited matter smelt strongly of eucalyptus oil.
As the patient did not improve another practitioner was
called in consultation at 8 A.M. and gave the lad common
salt with warm water and tickled his throat with a feather,
after which he vomited thrice again. The vomited matters
still smelt of eucalyptus oil. The medical man then pre-
scribed for the child aromatic spirit of ammonia and spirit
of chloroform in ten-minim doses, each with water, to be
given every two hours, as he found the pulse to be weak.
As the patient continued unconscious I was sent for at
11 A.M., as already mentioned. On my arrival the uncon-
sciousness still continued, the pupils were very much con-
tracted, the breathing was somewhat laboured, and there
was hiccough every four or five minutes. Urine had
not been passed since 6 A.M. The bowels were moved
once at about 9.30 A.M. and the abdomen was tympanitic.
The boy’s temperature was 99 - o’ j. and his pulse and
respirations were respectively 128 and 36 per minute.
Cold water was poured over his head for 15 minutes and
mustard plasters were applied to the nape of the neck and to
the abdomen. A short time after this his bowels acted but
as the tympanites did not abate he was given an enema of
warm water when only yellowish liquid matter came away.
He was then given a mixture containing aromatic spirit of
ammonia, spirit of ether, spirit of chloroform, compound
tincture of cinchona, and tincture of digitalis. At about
12.30 P.M. he became slightly conscious. On being asked
to put out his tongue he tried to do so but could not
bring it outside the teeth and lapsed into unconsciousness
again. Ice was then applied to his head. He passed urine
at 2 P.M. and regained consciousness at 3 P.M. On the next
morning the symptoms caused by the eucalyptus oil had
disappeared but the fever from which he had been suffering
still continued.
Examples of poisoning by eucalyptus are somewhat rare.
Three cases occurring in adults were recorded in THE LANCET
of Sept. 30th and Dec. 30th, 1905. A semi-comatose con-
dition was observed in all these three cases. In the case
seen by me the comatose condition was more marked because
the quantity swallowed was much larger than in the above
instances and moreover the patient was a child. Eucalyptus
oil, although generally considered to be innocuous, may
therefore act like a narcotic, though no death has, so far as
I am aware, been reported to have resulted from poisoning
by it. Bruce’s "Materia Medica states that eucalyptus
oil contains 70 per cent. of terpene and that its action is like
that of turpentine oil when taken internally.
Ahmedatad, British India.
1 Abstract of a paper read before the Ahmedabad Medical Society on
March 27th, 1906.
LLANELLY HOSPITAL.-At the annual meeting
of the subscribers to the Llanelly Hospital held recently it
was stated that 257 patients were admitted last year as com-
pared with 244 in 1904. The total income of the institution
amounted to el838 and the expenditure to J?1244. The
committee alludes to the generosity of Mrs. Buckley who
defrayed the entire cost of a children’s ward as a memorial
to her husband, the late Mr. H. C. Buckley, for many years
medical officer of health of Llanelly.
Clinical Notes:
MEDICAL, SURGICAL, OBSTETRICAL, AND
THERAPEUTICAL.
TWO CASES OF TETANUS AFTER CHILDBIRTH
SUCCESSFULLY TREATED WITH CANNABIS
INDICA.
BY ANNA M. SEATON SMITH, M.B. LOND.,
CHURCH OF ENGLAND ZENANA MISSION HOSPITAL, BATALA, PUNJAB.
DURING two and a half years’ work in the Punjab I saw
some 12 or 13 cases of tetanus of which all but two occurred
after childbirth. The first nine or ten were all fatal. I was
then led to try cannabis Indica by hearing that the smoking
of bhang during the spasms was believed by some natives to
give temporary relief. The first patient for whom it was
used only stayed in hospital 12 hours. During that time
she had over a drachm of the tincture and also had her jaws
opened under chloroform and was fed by a stomach tube.
There was some improvement in her condition but her
friends insisted on taking her away and would not take
medicine with them. She died two (?) days later.
The next two cases occurred respectively in November and
December, 1905. The first of these patients, who was a
Mahomedan, aged 30 years, did not come under observa-
tion until ten days after labour and at that time had
well-marked symptoms of tetanus. The masseters, the
muscles of the neck, and the abdominal muscles were all
rigid ; risus sardonicus was marked and the jaws were firmly
clenched. Paroxysmal contractions were frequent but not
severe. The patient first noticed the stiffness of the jaw
seven days after labour but had only become worse during
the 24 hours before being brought to the hospital. She
refused to stay in the hospital and therefore had to be
seen at her home as occasion and opportunity arose.
She was put on large doses of cannabis Indica, taking
15 minims of the tincture every three hours for the
first 12 hours, and after that every four hours for the next
three days. The dose was then reduced gradually till by the
ninth day she was having six minims three times a day.
The treatment at once stopped the increase in the severity
of the symptoms ; the spasms became less frequent, though
rather stronger at first ; the rigidity decreased and the jaw
was less fixed. From the third day improvement was more
marked and continued steadily till by the fourteenth day the
patient was well and able to walk to the hospital.
The second patient, who was a Hindu, aged 25 years, was
admitted to hospital 20 days after labour. She had been
carried on a bed about 20 miles. The history that was
given was very confused, but apparently after labour
"the womb came down" " and was replaced by the
woman who was in attendance. On the tenth day she
had a fall and the womb again came down " and was again
replaced. On the sixteenth day she noticed stiffness of
her legs ; on the nineteenth day this became much worse
and all the symptoms of tetanus rapidly developed. On
admission she had rigid contraction of the muscles of the
jaw, the neck, the abdomen, and the thighs. The thighs
were flexed and widely abducted and could not be brought
together. The patient had a particularly distressing frequent
cough. Her chest was full of moist sounds but she could
expectorate nothing, as the cough was always arrested by the
spasm which it induced. Her general condition was one of
such distress and danger as to be most painful to witness and
I had no hope of her recovery when she was admitted. She
was treated similarly to the case above-mentioned but the
cannabis Indica was pushed even more as she was under con-
stant observation. There was at once a very markedi mprove-
ment ; the cough became less troublesome, the spasms less
frequent, the tonic rigidity less marked, and the whole con-
dition much alleviated. On the sixth day she walked round
her bed and on the thirteenth day was discharged free from
all symptoms except a slight stiffness of the lower limbs.
The uterus was not curetted in the first case but it was in
the second, though not till the fifth day after admission.
In this case, which was by far the more severe of the
two, indeed the worst I had seen, I am inclined to
think the infection occurred not at labour but ten days
